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Youth and Family

Discover your roots and trace the context of your family back through 
Israel’s history. Develop pride, passion and enthusiasm about Israel and 

the Diaspora and Jewish life, and celebrate your Bar/Bat mitzvah.

Journey to family roots* working on projects in small groups selecting from the 
Western Europe, Eastern Europe, Spanish, Syrian/Arab Jewish experiences.
Jewish Observance & Spirituality Learning about Tefilin, Mezuza, Talit, Mitzvot, 
the five books of the Torah, the basic prayers and blessing for Aliyah to the Torah in a 
Synagogue.
Celebrate Jewish Holidays With local youth groups and local summer camp 
madrichim.
Field Trips Possibilities include Synagogues of Different Movements, a Mikvah, the 
Gmach (the Jewish Gift Closet), House of Israel, LA Holocaust Museum, to stores or 
factories to learn about Kashrut.
Interesting Speakers May Include JNF/KKF, Magen David Adom, the Technion, Stand 
With Us. 
Year End Celebration  Guests and family will be invited to hear student presentations 
about a Jewish experience or Torah story they want to share.  Students will choose the 
format of presentation; writing a song, creating a video presentation, interview relatives or 
friends, anything goes. Parents will be expected to volunteer to assist with this event.
Torah Portion Prep A tutor can be provided for students wishing to learn Torah tropes 
and prepare to read from the Torah. This will not be included in the weekly meeting or 
price of the class.

*We will explore the possibility of entering student Shorashim projects in the Beit Hatfutsot-Museum of the 
Jewish People, 2013 My Family Story International program. In 2012, more than 20,000 students from 
various countries around the world participated, presenting projects in their own languages.

Shorashim: 
Tracing Our Roots

5th–6th Grade In English Separate Hebrew Speaking Class, if there is 
sufficient participation by Hebrew speakers

A Different Kind of Bar/Bat Mitzvah


